
 Our denomination, the Presbyterian Church USA, has been declining  
in membership every year since 1964.  Every single year.  Nationally, our total 
membership is less than half of what it was in 1965, and the median 
Presbyterian congregation now has fewer than 100 members. 

 FPC, however, has run counter to that trend.  We are growing, and on 
the verge of crossing back above the 400-member mark.  A few years ago we were 
the 7th-largest congregation in our presbytery (the regional governing body that 
comprises Bergen, Passaic, and Hudson counties); now we are the 3rd largest. 

 Oddly, this isn’t something that the denomination likes to talk about.  
Focusing on church growth is seen as unseemly.  Many people equate ambition 
with egotism or selfishness.  What I hear frequently is that “it isn’t all about the 
numbers.”  Truly, just as a career shouldn’t be all about the salary, a church 
shouldn’t be all about its size.  But for many churches, pastors, and Christians,  
I believe that the desire to avoid the temptation to seek earthly glory has 
translated into an unnatural reticence to seek what is best for Christ’s church. 

 That’s why I’m grateful for a new book written by Dave Harvey, a pastor 
and church planting consultant, called “Rescuing Ambition.”  In it, he talks  
about the positive and negative aspects of ambition.  He asks, “What comes  
to your mind when you think of ambition?  Does the word conjure images of 
megalomaniacal petty dictators or chew-up-anybody-in-the-way corporate 
climbers?  Or do you see ambition as an important part of great human 
achievement – the drive behind scientific discovery, political change, artistic 
excellence?”  For me, it’s mostly the latter.  I see ambition as a wonderful thing, 
because it drives us to be the best we can possibly be. 

 The key is to understand the difference between the drive to achieve and 
the drive to receive.  If all you want is to receive the benefits of doing something 
– the pay, the fame, the glory – then you are serving your own needs.  But if you 
are striving to achieve for the sake of maximizing the giftedness God has given 
you, this is not only acceptable, it is necessary.   
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rue humility   

Suppose the Apostle Paul decided that spreading the message in one town 
was enough – he didn’t really need to do all that traveling, did he?  Well, Mr. 
Harvey reminds us that “we carry the same gospel Paul carried, and it requires us  
to have a similar ambition.”  He then points out that following through on that 
same ambition means taking similar risks, and suffering similar trials and 
tribulations.  Being ambitious isn’t easy. 

 Being ambitious for the things of God is what it means to be the church 
God called us to be.  We want to be the best possible place for people to connect 
with God, for the doubting to be reassured, for the hurting to find comfort, for the 
lonely to find friendships, for the needy to find help.  If we do those things well,  
we will grow.   

But when we succeed, the proper role for humility is to remind us that  
our success is due only to God, and all we did was what was required of us.  As  
Mr. Harvey writes: “True humility doesn’t kill our dreams, it provides a guardrail 
for them.”  We need a guardrail to prevent ambition from becoming selfish 
ambition.  It is selfish ambition that James warns us about when he writes: “For  
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every 
kind.” (James 3:16) 

The question is whether our ambitions are focused on God or on ourselves.  
God gave each and every one of us enormous gifts and talents for us to maximize 
for the sake of God’s glory.  This is not only good and noble, it is what we were 
designed for.  May we be unashamedly ambitious, with humility as our guardrails,  
as we dream bigger for the glory of God. 

Peace and blessings, 

T 
doesn’t kill our 
dreams, it provides a 
guardrail for them.”     
  – Dave Harvey 
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From the  Choir  Room 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS worship some time on Sunday evenings at 
5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane 
Kelly Williams) and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia 
enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

THREE MORE WEEKS 
It’s not too late to come sing with the Chancel Choir for the final three weeks of 
the season. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

UPDATE ON THE ORGAN PROJECT 
By the time you read this, the truck and crew will have arrived from Canada to dismantle our beloved 
pipe organ and ship it to Canada for refurbishment. They arrive on May 31 and will spend about a week 
and a half removing and packing the instrument. During this time you can expect our sanctuary to be a 
little “messy”.  Once the organ is removed, drapery will be hung to conceal the empty chambers and a 
digital organ will provide music for our worship. 
 

The organ will be gone nearly 5 months, but it will be well worth the wait. Not only will it be restored  
to tip top mechanical shape, but many of the antiquated relays and switches will be replaced with solid 
state, and most importantly, the sound that we have known for 45 years will be enhanced. Larger 
scaling on the pipes and new sets of pipes will allow the organ to wrap the congregation in a  
velvet blanket of sound. What is already the largest organ in Bergen County will 

soon be the most exciting and dramatic as well! New sounds on 
the organ will provide even greater range of expression for our 
worship. From the whisper of the Nativity to the trumpets of  
Resurrection, our rebuilt organ will be able to express our faith 
with endless variety.  Stay tuned for more news!  
 

CHOIR/USHER LUNCHEON 
Our annual end of the season social takes place at the Manse on Sunday, June 19 at  
1 p.m.  Chef Rich Hong will display his culinary talents and provide a memorable feast 
for us. See you there! 
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Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  

YOUTH GROUP MAKES PLANS FOR THE SUMMER - TheYouth Group will visit the Heifer Farm in 
Rutland, Mass., continue some Friday afternoon activities, Usher, assist in Worship, help with 
the summer Sunday School, register or assist in both the Music Theatre and Bible Camps, help 
host homeless families in July, prepare to manage the Pumpkin Patch in October, go to Camp 
Johnsonburg, participate in the Family Mission Trip and the Presbytery Youth Mission Trip. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING - Five children brought in their “Fish Banks” and the offering from 
just 5 families totaled $71.00! We thank you for your giving to this important work of our church! 

CONFIRMATION - The 8 Class members met with the Session on May 18 and were received as new 
members. They will be recognized by the congregation on Sunday, June 12, in Worship and at a Reception 
following in Elmore Hall hosted by their parents. Their last Class with Rev. Hong is on Friday, June 3 at 6 p.m. 
Their Mentors have been meeting with them throughout these weeks and will join the celebration on June 12. 
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SPRING QUARTER OF CHURCH SCHOOL & YOUTH SCRIPTURE STUDY - The year-long biblical  
studies will be completed on Sunday, June 5. Teachers and their assistants will be recognized and thanked on 
June 5 for their commitment to this ministry for the year! 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS JUNE 12  
“Awesome Adventures: God’s People on Mountains and Seas” is packed with kid-friendly lessons and  
take-home comics which encourage children to explore Old and New Testament stories of God’s 
People. Characters, Anna and Jake, offer so many great adventures over mountains and some-
times in water to follow God no matter where they are. We invite parents, other adults and youth 
to take the children on these adventuresome journeys by leading us ONE Sunday this summer. See Dorothy 
VanderWerf for dates available and a great curriculum with lots of ideas and good stories. 

HONORING OUR GRADUATES ON SUNDAY, JUNE 19 - You will have the opportunity to meet and  
congratulate our high school and college graduates both in Worship and following at Coffee & Conversation. 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND - The free-will offering which totaled $501.00 will help support our 
children and youth who go to church camp, serve on mission trips, attend the youth triennium, and 
other special opportunities for leadership training. Thank you to the congregation for this generous support! 

ANNOUNCING OUR SUMMER MUSIC THEATRE CAMP AND VACATION BIBLE CAMP 
 

Margot Bennett, a Music Theatre Major at Muhlenberg College in her Junior year, heads  
up the team for the Music Theatre Camp, August 8-19. Students going into 6th - 10th  
grade are invited for the two weeks, and students entering 3rd-5th grade are invited for the 
week of August 15 - 19. The Musical is “Dear Edwina, Jr.” and it will be performed on  

Friday, August 19 at 6:30 p.m. and all are invited. Registration forms will be available by June 1. 
 

What happens when a pack of fun-loving panda bears invades your church? You guessed it – 
it’s PANDA MANIA! “Where God is Wild about You!  -Psalm 139.  Sherrie Reilley will lead 
the Staff Team for Vacation Bible Camp, August 29 - September 2. Registration and  
information will be available June 1. Three and a half year olds with preschool experience, up 
through those entering 7th grade in the fall, are invited to share in this wild experience! 
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News for the  Congregat ion 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

Don’t forget the Sunday Morning Bible Study that meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week 
through the end of June.  Rev. Hong reviews the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, 
illuminating issues of history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a 
message for us. 
 
 

FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, June 2 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room   

The First Thursday study group will meet on the Thursday, June 2 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.  
All are welcome to join us for an interesting time of learning and discussion; please bring a brown  
bag lunch and a small dessert to share afterwards. 
 

NEW PATH: EXPLORING YOUR FUTURE 
Wednesday June 8 and 22 at 7:00 at the home of the Bishops  
(in Teaneck) 
 

Are you contemplating what to do next with your life?  In a small group 
discussion setting, we will help each other brainstorm new possibilities  
for our lives.  We will be guided by discussion starters from Andy 
Stanley’s “The Best Question Ever”, which prods us to consider:  
What is the wise thing for me to do, in light of my past experience,  
my present circumstances, and my future hopes and dreams?  The 
discussion facilitators will be Sandy Bishop and Rev. Hong.   
 

DEVOTIONAL GUIDES FOR ADULTS 
“These Days, a Daily Devotional for Living by Faith”, just arrived for July, August and September. The summer 
may give you more flexible time to nurture your spiritual life using one these guides provided by the church.  
The other popular guide is the “Year with the Bible”, which gives a daily reading for each day of 
the year. Since we follow the Lectionary passages from the Bible, the Thursday through Sunday 
readings are usually the Scriptures for Sunday Morning & Evening Worship. These guides also 
provide daily prayers and prayers for special days which are used by families with their children. 

              MOVING FORWARD 
 Our Treasurer, Phil Tamis, reports that through the second Sunday of May pledges and 

 contributions are running 21.4% ahead (!) of the same point last year ($120,880 vs. $99,585). 
  We are also on the threshold of crossing over the 400-member level!  We are very grateful for your 

generous support and for your generosity of spirit that makes FPC an inviting place for all. 
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Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

JUNE IS FILLED WITH SPECIAL EVENTS AFTER WORSHIP 
JUNE 5- We are invited to the Milne’s Home for Coffee & Conversation and to see their Rose Garden!   
 

JUNE 12 - The Confirmation Parents are inviting all of us to a Reception in Elmore Hall honoring their 
daughters who are Confirmed on that Sunday! 
 

JUNE 19 - Carmen and Paul Platek are inviting us to Coffee & Conversation in honor of 
their son, Andrew, who is graduating from high school and to honor all graduates!  
 

JUNE 26 - The Christian Education and Outreach Committees invite everyone to the 
Church Family Picnic! 

June 

MULTICULTURAL CELEBRATION OF PENTECOST  
You are invited to this celebration on Sunday, June 5, 4:30 p.m. at Pilgrim Church, 
18 Essex Road, off of Century Road between Route 17 & Paramus Road, in 
Paramus. It’s followed by a Dinner at 6 p.m. This Pentecost Event is sponsored  
by our Presbytery of the Palisades, Eastern Korean and Newark Presbyteries.  
Rev. Robert N. Burkins, Sr. is the Guest Speaker. He is Senior Pastor of  
Elmwood United Presbyterian Church located in East Orange, West Orange  
and Newark. Phone number of the Host Church is 201-843-2222. 

THE MILNES INVITE US TO THEIR HOME 
COFFEE & CONVERSATION following Worship on Sunday, June 5 will be held 

at the home of George and Carolyn Milne at 110 Summit Street in Englewood. 
It also gives us the opportunity to enjoy their magnificent rose garden at the 
same time!  Just go east on Palisade Ave. to the top of the hill and turn right at 

the Summit Street light. 

EVERYONE INVITED TO CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC ON SUNDAY, JUNE 26 
Yes, there will be hamburgers and hotdogs on the grill! Yes, there will be a variety of ice creams and toppings 
for dessert!  We invite you to bring some chips and dips, appetizers, side dish, or  salad of any kind to add to 
our picnic lunch right after worship on the 26th. There will be games and activities as well.  
 

FAMILIES WITH VERY YOUNG CHILDREN INVITED TO CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC 

     Did you know that there were 26 children baptized in the last two-three years?  Former 
members of our Parenting Groups are inviting them to enjoy the Picnic while meeting 

each other and talking about future get-togethers as both a supportive network and 
friendships with others in the same career of parenting. This event is happily 
sponsored by the Christian Education and Outreach Committees. 
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WELCOME TEAMS 
Do you enjoy meeting new people?  Do you enjoy making introductions?  If this is something you love to 
do, then you can use your God-given enthusiasm on our WELCOME TEAMS.  We need teams of 2-3 
people who would have a special role to play during Coffee and Conversation.  Each team is present at the 
welcome table, greets visitors, and facilitates introductions among people who stay for C&C yet may not 

know each other.  Each team is scheduled on a rotating basis.  If you love 
helping people connect, this is your calling.  Please contact Elder Paul 
Platek, Dorothy VanderWerf, or Rev. Hong for more information.  

GENTLE YOGA  
Gentle Yoga continues in the month of June on Fridays at 10 a.m. Maritza Dearing generously gives 
her time to lead the group of 8 –10 people each week in the art of exercising, stretching, opening 
and closing with a brief meditation. It’s a good stress reliever, too. Try it, you may like it. 

KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY DINNERS ON SAT., JUNE 4 
Many more than 50 will be enjoying an evening dinner together in 8 different homes 
located in either Cliffside Park, Teaneck, Fort Lee, or Nyack, NY from 6 – 8 p.m.  
 
Children will be enjoying activities at the church from 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. If you missed 
making a reservation, please do so immediately by calling the church office. 

NEWS: FIRST PRES PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN  
 Our Preschool families donated 100 pairs of Socks for Japan with lovely 

notes/pictures from the children! We thank you, “Angels of the Earth” by Jason 
Kelly who heads up this enormous distribution in Sano, Japan! 

 The May 21 Walkathon and Family Day Picnic was a huge success showing the kids  
the importance of fitness and health. Everyone enjoyed the balloons, face painting, music and food! 

 If interested in an outstanding preschool & kindergarten experience for your child, please contact the 
school at 201-568-3043 or visit: www.fppkschool.com 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY COMING SOON… 
DO WE HAVE YOUR PICTURE? 
Our resident photographer, Debbie Alvarez, is usually ready with camera in hand to take 
your picture at Coffee & Conversation. The Outreach Committee wants to put together  
a Pictorial Directory to help all of us get to know each other better. Just ask Debbie to 

take your picture on Sunday, that’s all we ask!  Or send in a picture to include soon. Thank you! 
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Mission on the  Move 

WEST VIRGINIA HERE WE COME! JULY 9—JULY 16! 
Our Family Mission Trip is getting ready to take off. If you have been thinking about what an awesome  
experience this could be for your family or for yourself, now is the time to get 
on board. See Jae Yoo at Coffee & Conversation or call the Church Office 
before June 5. There is a Mission Trip Orientation on Monday, June 6 at  
7:30 p.m. at the Church. You don’t want to miss this time of connecting  
and briefing with others on the mission. 

SOCKS FOR JAPAN 

The Postmistress saw us coming.  She knew just what we had in the boxes.  
Socks – 72 pounds of socks  - all sizes, all colors - headed for Japan.  Each 
carefully wrapped in an individual plastic bag with a small note – many written 

in Japanese as well as English.  A special thanks to all those who contributed 
socks and those who packaged them.  As the Postmistress said – “They will       
be very glad to get these”. 

  

CROP WALK FOR HUNGER  
100 Walkers including 17 from First Presbyterian enjoyed a beautiful day walking and 
raising funds for hungry families locally and around the world. The deadline for funds 
collected from sponsors is due by Sunday, June 5. Thanks also goes to the 12 folks 
from FPC who organized and registered walkers including the Garrison family who 
placed all the signs around Englewood to direct the walkers and to Carol Cornell  
who made so many arrangements and serves as the treasurer for the CROP Walk! 

ZOE’S PLACE  

The day was crystal clear and the mood in Garfield was very upbeat.  The occasion was the 
dedication of the new home for Zoe’s Place – a home for teenage mothers.  In partnership 
with Habitat, the rundown building was renovated into a beautiful residence – complete 
with donated Ikea furnishings. Our connection to Zoe’s Place is strong.  We have eaten the 
cupcakes, supported them through donations, and an interest free loan. Our own Richard 

Bennett served as the architect for the project and was honored for his service at the outdoor ribbon cutting 
celebration on Monday, May 9th. 

FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY 
Thanks for remembering to bring food on the first Sunday of the month or really any  
Sunday!!  Your generous support of needy families is very much appreciated. We have  
now donated 105 bags of groceries to the Center for Food Action. Our goal is 300 for  
the year. The summer is a crucial time to remember those extra cans or boxes of food. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE 
We are the Host Church for housing up to 14 people, could be 3 or 4 families, from July 10 to 24. We will 
need a crew to help set-up Elmore Hall at 3 p.m. on July 10 with beds, dividers, tables and chairs ready  
for serving dinner, staying overnight, breakfast and a bag lunch before returning to the Day Center at 
Ridgewood United Methodist Church. The families then return to us for the next day’s dinner and 
overnight. This routine continues for the two weeks that we host in July, and again from December 25  
to Jan. 1, 2012. 
 

We have a wonderful group of faith communities supporting this effort: Leonia Presbyterian Church, 
Universalist Unitarian of the Palisades, Kol Haneshamah and St. Paul’s Episcopal, both of 
Englewood and Metro Church in Fort Lee. 
 

A Family Promise Shower will be held here on Sunday, June 12 from 4 – 6 p.m. to  
kick-off our partnership and check out what is still needed. We need to provide some 
meals and overnight hosts. If you are available in July, please indicate your availability. 

SPRING 2011 GIVEAWAY 

The need is great.  And the gym was full of items to give away! 
 

More than 130 clients of the local social service agencies stopped by on Saturday morning, May 14th, to  
accept our gifts of gently used household goods.  There was a trundle bed for a family whose children were 
sharing a bed; an almost new suit for an ample man whose smile traveled from ear to ear.   Baby items were 
snapped up by new moms and the children who accompanied their parents carefully selected toys as their 
treasure.  Those few items that were left were shipped off to an orphan-
age in Jamaica and to the local chapter of the Vietnam Veterans.  So – a 
special thanks to those who donated their household items and the more 
than 30 volunteers who shared their time to sort, display and help the 
shoppers.  Will we do it again?  Yes – at the end of September 2011. 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY GRADUATION 
On Sunday, May 22, after 11 weeks of classes, 18 graduates proudly received their diplomas from Paul 
Platek, a wonderful facilitator and leader using Dave Ramsey’s awesome program and approach on  
managing personal finances. As a result of the course, more than a hundred thousand dollars of debt  
was paid off collectively and a new way of living was learned so “they can live like no one else”. That’s  

Ramsey’s mantra and it works! Another class will begin in the fall. Watch for the 
 dates and time.       

 
 

                                                                      Financial Peace University, Jr. for Parents of elementary age children will also be  
offered in the fall. It’s a one session class to teach parents how to teach their children an  

effective use of money at an early age. The kit of tools costs $19.95. 
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DEACONS MAKE A REQUEST 

The Deacons would like to bring Communion to members and friends of the church on Communion Sundays, 
usually the first Sunday of the month. Our next Communion Service is June 5 and then August 7, no  
Communion served on July 3. If you are home-bound or can’t make it to church on those  
Sundays, we would love to bring it to you. Please call the Office at 201-568-7373, ext. 304 and 
make your request. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our Web site, don’t forget that our 
sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible at 
no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood), follow us on Twitter 
(@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. Father’s Day  

June 19, 2011 


